
Like many cities and towns across the Midwest, a city north of Chicago had to cut down thousands of ash 
trees due to infestation by an insect called the emerald ash borer. Although this was a tragedy in many ways, 
the public works department had the foresight to keep the trunks of many of the larger trees in hopes that 
something positive might come out of the situation.

When the time came to plan and construct a new police facility, the planning team knew they wanted the 
new building to help build strong, positive connections with the community. They designed a large room for 
community meetings and other gatherings, and they realized that the lumber from the ash trees could be 
reclaimed and used in a variety of ways. The lumber was used for unique paneling and tables in the community 
room and elsewhere in the building.

Similar ash lumber was also incorporated into the design of the Spacesaver FreeStyle® Personal Storage Lockers 
in the locker rooms. Spacesaver’s engineering and manufacturing teams frequently collaborate with Wood 
Design Inc., a custom woodworking company that’s located across the street from Spacesaver’s manufacturing 
facility in southern Wisconsin, to create custom solutions. In this case they produced lockers with lower drawers 
that extend out from the locker, providing extra storage capacity in the drawers as well as a base for the custom 
wood benches. The drawer fronts were finished in black powder-coat paint to minimize visible scuff marks.

The police department obtained the best value on this project while bypassing the cumbersome bidding 
process. They used the National IPA contract (now OMNIA Partners) to acquire the Spacesaver police lockers, 
evidence lockers, shelving, and duty bag lockers that were installed throughout the new facility. The National IPA 
contract is available to a variety of government entities and non-profit organizations. 
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Lockers pictured:
Spacesaver Freestyle® 
Personal Storage Locker
Drawer with boot liner and 
body armor drying rack
Integrated bench of 
reclaimed wood
Louvered door and drawer
Combination lock with 
master key override
Padlock hasp
Sloped top
Electrical outlet
Powder-coat paint color: 
Whisper with Black drawer 
front
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